THE "POPULAR FRONT'5         197

of smashing the last screen of militia that defended
the Palais Bourbon.

The parties of the Left were thrust into alliance
by a common dismay. About them rallied the
Socialist and Communist labour unions, the League
for the Rights of Man, the Socialist and Republican
Union, the Vigilance Committee of Anti-Fascist
Intellectuals, the Group for Militant Action and
the World Commission Against Fascism and War.
Though the confederates were broadly in harmony
as to purpose, the opening moves of the Popular
Front's establishment were complex and tedious.
First there were old jealousies to placate, inveterate
suspicions to mollify, ancient feuds to compose.
Radicals and Communists were vowed, in more
than theory, to reciprocal destruction. The quest
of a programme satisfactory to all excited jars
involving not only method but passionate principle.
It was agreed, for example, that the relations
between the Bank of France and the government
should be altered. The Marxists proposed that the
imtitution be nationalized and its stockholders
expropriated. The Radicals insisted that they
remain in undisturbed ownership of shares and
dividends. M. Blum and his lieutenants acted as
intercessors in such collisions; their part was to
search out a feasible compromise* Only as a result
of prolonged negotiation was a " minimum plat-
form " adopted. Its important planks demanded a
reduction of the labour week to forty hours, the
right of collective bargaining, vacations for workers
with pay, a scheme of public building to remedy